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SKINNER. 


[Read before the Northern Division of the Cooper Orn. Club, March 2, 1g01.] 


two years was located near 

Tapachula, the state Chiapas, 

Mexico. the southernmost 
point the Mexican republic, and 
properly speaking Central America, 
tepec. nearly the same 
longitude St. Louis andin the same 
latitude southern Guatemala and 
northern Honduras. 

Along the coast there belt low- 
lands averaging thirty miles width, 
and back this 
mountains rise abruptly 
elevation ten thousand 
feet. The lowlands are cov- 
ered with almost impene- 
trable tropical jungles, with 
here and there patches 
dreary, treeless, uninhab- 
ited plains covered with 
coarse grass. The heat 
these plains intense and burning, and 
even the shady jungle suffo- 
cating. 

All day long there almost un- 
broken silence. insects can hardly 
get energy chirp. The Turkey 
and Black Vultures sit motionless 
the limbs some dead tree circle 
lazily inthe The egret roosts 
the shade along the sloughs. Mot- 
mot the jungle sits branch and 
long intervals utters his ina 
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heavy bass, but toward nightfall the 
chachalaca, the parrots and macaws vie 
with each other making the evening 
hideous with their discordant cries. 
Going inland the temperature grows 
lower ascend the foothills, and 
when reach elevation 5,000 
feet the distinctively tropical trees have 
disappeared, the lowland 
birds. Here among the semi-tropical 
forests oak, palms and countless other 
trees, the home the Quesal (Pharo- 
macrus mocinno), the nation- 
bird Guatemala, which 
pines away and dies denied 
its liberty. 
woods are clearings planted 
coffee. This semi-tropical 
country along the mountain- 
side called the coffee belt. 
Near the summit there are 
forests pine, but 
oes the trees are stunted, being 
very hot the daytime and freezing 
night. Here find bluejays, crows, 
killdeers and other birds temperate 
clime. Having spent most time 
the coffee belt, more familiar 
with its birds than with those other 
sections, shall try describe its 
most noticeable bird, Giraud’s Flycatch- 
er(Myiozetetes texensis), which although 
not the commonest variety, the most 


Santa Clara, Cal., March-April, 
Two Years With Mexican Birds. Giraud’s Flycatcher. 
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conspicuous account its bright 
color and lively, noisy ways. 

never found the woods but 
very abundant the coffee fincas 
and pastures, where sits some 
prominent tree ever and anon diving 
off after gnat. which sounds 
like cha-tee-a, with the accent the 
middle syllable, (his Mexican 
the way), repeated 
times, can heard from morning till 
night allthe year round. has an- 
other little note, which uttered 
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three hundred yards would come 
swell the tumult, while other times 
the female would leave the nest silently 
flycatcher could detected 
ing the nest. 

The nest bulky affair measuring 
average nine inches length, 
five height and five inches wide, be- 
ing well roofed with the opening toward 
one end, fronting down. isshown 
the accompanying plate. The nest 
composed dry grass, shreds plan- 
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Photo by C. Barlow, 


NEST AND EGGs GIRAUD’S FLYCATCHER texensis). 


(The opening of the roofed nest at one end, fronting down, is shown). 


while perched, watching for flies. 

These flycatchers are agressive little 
fellows. have seen them chasing 
turkey buzzards 
which happened come their way. 
Sometimes when have been taking 
their nests they would make the most 
terrible disturbance, flying and 
making great racket. Not only the 
outraged pair, but many eight 
birds that were two 


tain and banana leaves, with cottony 
material interwoven. 

selecting nesting site, almost any 
place from which good view can 
obtained, suiting him. have found 
nests ranging from four feet thirty 
feet height, low bushy trees almost 
but not quite hidden the birds build 
the outside top tree, and 
almost bare trees high and conspicu- 
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ous situations. have taken nests from 
orange trees, ten, twelve and sixteen 
feet up; from low thorny saplings four, 
five and eight feet and many nests 
from bunches plantains which gen- 
erally hang about twelve feet up. 
have also seen several among the twigs 
the tops almost branchless trees 
from twenty thirty feet up. The 
birds never build coffee bushes, and 
the cafetal never below the tops 
the coffee trees height ten 
feet). Nests that are found low down 
are built open places. 

Giraud’s Flycatcher lays usually three 
sometimes four eggs. These possess 
latitude variation common fly- 
catchers’ eggs, but may described 
generally resembling the eggs the 
kingbird, though perhaps not averag- 
ing heavy markings. took 
first set fresh eggs April and 
the last May set four fresh 
eggs was taken May but was 
from nest from which had taken 
set four April 21. 

This flycatcher friendly little 
fellow, the clothesline the yard 
being one his favorite perches, and 
the trees near the house seemingly his 
favorite nesting site, were six 
nests within radius yards. 
interesting watch the birds when 
they have young, and see them shoot 
the nest from below 
sently dive out again. 


May the High Sierras. 


the summit the Cen- 

Pacific 
7,000 feet, the evening May 10, 
There was nosnow the station nor 
the large meadow which extends: three 
miles westward, but there were large 
patches the surrounding peaks 
and ridges. 

The season was unusually early, the 
willows were partly leaf and catkin, 
buttercups, white and blue violets were 
flower, while pasturage was good 


the summer-like weather 
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the meadow. were peep- 
ing, grouse and the Plumed Quail (Ore- 
ortyx plumiferus) were uttering their 
nuptial notes, butterflies and other in- 
sects were numerous, the marmot, chip- 
munks and other small animals were 
active but had probably been out 
winter quarters only two three days; 
snow was ten inches deep the 
second the month, and did not dis- 
appear from the station until the 8th, 
Mr. Ott, the agent told me. 

The Plumed Partridge 
plumiferus) Blue-fronted Jay (Cyano- 
citta frontalis), Cassin’s Purple Finch 
(Carpoducus cassini,) White-crowned 
Sparrow, (Z. Junco and 
Arctic Bluebird, arctica) were 
common. Additional summer residents 
moderate force were noted during 
the and namely: ‘Spotted 
Sandpiper (Actitis macularia), Killdeer, 
(A. vocifera), Red-shafted Flicker (Col- 
aptes collaris), Traill’s Flycatcher, 
Ruby-crowned 
Wren (Regulus calendula) and Western 
12th found nest the Mountain 
Quail Partridge and one Junco, 
each containing single egg. 

The 13th and were warm but 
there great change the even- 
ing the latter, when chilling rain 
was followed sleet and snow which 
continued several days until snow was 
nearly three feet deep, was in- 
formed. went over the meadow 
again the afternoon the 15th; the 
snow was melting about fast 
fell, and found flock Horned 
Larks which had come spend the 
summer. With them was Western 
Lark Sparrow (Chondestes strigatus), 
storm-bound migrant, probably in- 
tended summer resident Truckee 
erythrogaster) was circling the 
meadow snow-squall, three cock 
quails whistling the same time 
and Western Meadow Lark 
neglecta) occasionally sang. 

Lewis’s Woodpecker 
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flew rapidly possible 
through Donner Pass toward the Sacra- 
mento Valley, having been driven from 
the east slope—its summer home—by 
the storm. Numerous Belding’s sperm- 
ophiles were scurrying about the the 
meadow, exhibiting hardihood with 
which had not previously credited 
them, they into winter quarters 
about the tenth September,—some- 
times earlier. last observations 
here, this time, were the 16th 
when, after long search, found the 
two nests have mentioned three 
inches snow, Both contained three 
eggs and both had been deserted. The 
effect such storm bird life can 
easily imagined. Frequent sudden 
changes with snow may expected 
from about 4,000 feet upward, anytime 
they are likely occur 
until the middle June. Besides de- 
stroying some nests the storm must 
have forced some birds seek other 
nesting localities, the mount- 
ains. 

About every second third winter 
snow nearly twenty feet deep the 
level,—sometimes foot ortwo deeper, 
and late melting that few quail 
breed here, but travel eastward un- 
til they find bare ground. suppose 
birds have more trying experiences 
these mountains during nesting time 
than they have St. Michaels, Alaska, 
the mean temperature nearly the 
same both, but the Sierras there 
much more snow. From the forego- 
ing would seem that 
climate the chief cause bird scarci- 
the high Sierras. However indi- 
viduals are hardly more numerous 
the lower coniferous forest between 
4,000 feet and 2500 feet altitude, than 
the same forest above these heights. 
The bulk the birds the Sierras are 
and near meadows and open parts 
the forest,—especially the seed-eaters. 

Perhaps few species Californian 
birds desire home the dense, lonely 
woods. the chapparal belt below 
the fir forest, birds are abundant all 
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times, though they have apparently 
many enemies other parts these 
mountains, the California Jay 
coma californica) more numerous 
than any other part ofthe state. Be- 
low this and the extensive, sun- 
burned interior valleys, little water, 
vegetation and few insects 
causes rarity birds during the sum- 
mer, when the annual plants are ripe 
withered previous the first 
June. Birdssometimes lived these 
valleys several miles from water when 
there were but few 
have found Valley Partridges 
tyx vallicolus) oak groves when 
there was water within two miles 
them, and supposed they were able 
live where they were drinking dew- 
drops morning and evening. 

quite extensive waterless tracts 
southern Lower California birds are 
abundant, they find inthe fruit and 
sap cacti substitute for water. 
Deer and cattle also thrive there the 
cholla cactus plentiful. the al- 
most waterless Cedros Island wild goats 
deer, perhaps both, opened the tops 
hoofs, making cap-like cavity 
which the juice the plant collected 
and gave the animal its much needed 
drink. coyote shows equal ingen- 
uity the dry west coast central 
Lower California digging the 
sandy arroyos for water. Mexi- 
still more ingenious getting food, 
for, according Pedro, the coyote 
fishes for crabs with its tail,—sticks its 
tail down the hole the crab, the crab 
bites, pulled out and eaten. would 
advise the reader salt story. 
Still, possibly true. 

BELDING. 
Stockton, Cal. 

Bowles writes from Tacoma, Wash., 
that Western Evening Grosbeaks (Coccothraus- 
montanus) are very numerous about 
the city, flocks many forty birds being 
seen since Feb. 
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Some Architectural Traits the Western Gnatcatcher 
obscura.) 


CORYDON CHAMBERLIN, VALLECITo, CALIF. 
With sketches from nature the author. 


obscura here recorded cannot 

justice this very interesting sub- 
ject and are offered only lieu 
more complete study. all the birds 
has been lot make unhappy, 
cannot think any one whose good 
qualities have appealed more 
strongly than the Western Gnatcatcher. 
the embodiment many good 
characteristics; whenever seen 
delight the eye and his note, not 
musical, unique and unmistakable 
and you may sure him whenever 
you hear it. 

his arrival this latitude, near 
the first April, adds new life 
the woods and his may 
heard incessantly every hand. When 
first appears his trim 
suit black, white and gray seems 
once the personification 
dandyism and well-bred modesty, but 
one can accuse him vanity for 
forgets his appearance entirely the 
dustry. 

Mr. Gnatcatcher thoroughly domes- 
tic his nature and usually establishes 
two homes each breeding season. How 
many fake nests builds how many 
his pretty houses are robbed torn 
architect principally that wish 
dwell the gnatcatcher and will re- 
turn this part the subject further 
on. 

The name misleading 
regards the diet this species, for 
have repeatedly seen one tackle 
butterfly almost large himself and 
bag his game, too. however 
his food largely made the eggs 
and larvae insects which are found 
the under-side leaves and the 
crevices bark. have also seen him 
feed small flying insects which may 
have been gnats mosquitoes. 


The bluejay strongly evidence 
enemy the gnatcatcher and 
loves tear the half-finished nest from 
its foundation and sit the top the 
tree with sticking out the 
his bill like bunches gray whiskers. 
The gnatcatchers usually resent such 
intrusion, and worry the jay until 
drops the nest flies away with harsh 
mocking cry. have knowna pair 
gnatcatchers chase jay from tree 
tree until safe distance from 
their nest when they would suddenly 
disappear found half hour later 
their own tree resting and scolding 
softly. 

species has that congregating 
flocks and flying from tree tree with 
much noise and fluttering. cannot 
imagine anything but free-for-all cake 
walk that can compared this gre- 
garious movement. have often thought 
such times that they were driving 
bluejays away have always seen 
jays flying about noiselessly such 
occasions but cannot with certainty 
give the cause such assemblages, for 
they usually broke when ap- 
proached the center disturbance. 
may however have been merely choir 
practice some social 
knows? 

During the spring first became 
acquainted with the Western Gnat- 
catcher near Lakeport, Lake Co., this 
state. the latter part April 
served them building their nests. All 
the first nests found were small 
white oak trees from six ten feet 
from the ground. the first few nests 
saw being built none were finally oc- 
cupied their original site. One pair 
near camping place moved their 
nest and made over three times before 
being satisfied deposit eggs it. 
Each time that the nest 
complete, the birds would discover 


Drawn from nature by C. Chamberlin. | 
Opp NESTING SITES OF THE WESTERN GNATCATCHER,. | 
1. Nest 30 feet up on pine cone. 
| 2. Nest 7 feet upon horizontal oak limb. 3. Nest 30 feet up in crotch of alder. 
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more suitable site and then the work 
tearing down would begin and 
would moved piece-meal the new 
place and until scarcely vestige the 
nest remained the old location. 
third and final resting place for this 
nest was the main crotch small 
white oak bush such height that 
could just reach the nest standing 
tip toe. The eggs, four number, 
were deposited May and soon after 
gave the birds chance build another 
nest, which chance they availed them- 
selves of, for they reared brood that 
season June, while.they probably 
gave the jays credit for the robbery. 
The nest was built exceedingly 
fine and soft material, few small 
feathers being the coarsest stuff used. 
Very thin strips vegetable vellum 
and rotten bark fibres made the bulk 
the nest. The edges the top were 
drawn in, making the diameter the 
opening less than that the center 
the cavity-the cavity being deep and 
snug-looking. outside the nest 
was laced over with and 
spangled with lichens from the oaks 
which were bound with webs also. 
The lichens varied consid- 
erably with the pairs birds, some 
choosing dark brown ones with black 
backs which gave the nest rich but 
subdued cast while other nests were 
paler brighter owing the use 
lighter-colored usual kind 
being pale green silver gray color. 
Most the nests found Lake Co. 
were small scrub oaks, but two were 
taken from large limbs fair-sized oak 
trees. May seems the best time 
for collecting nests this locality. 
During the spring ’97 found the 
Western Gnatcatcher very abundant 
Tuolumne and Calaveras counties but 
saw none above 3500 feet elevation. 
Near Stent Co., 
secured nests oaks, pines and one 
alder tree. experience here 
destroyed all the imaginary limits had 
placed the nesting sites this 
species, for found nests many kinds 
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trees, the ends horizontal limbs, 
the base limbs, large and small 
crotches, and heights varying from 
five fifty feet from the ground. 
Most the records sets are for May. 
One nest was the main crotch 
alder tree feet from the ground, the 
tree being bed. This the 
only record have nest near water 
rather unusual site. Another rather 
pretty but quite typical nest was 
saddled small horizontal oak limb 
about six feet above the ground. 
was made between the stub 
small twig and live twig carrying 
bunch leaves that hung over the nest 
like-a parasol. 

Perhaps the most unique nesting site 
ever seen this species was the top 
pine cone sprawling bull pine. 
The cone was lonely limb fully 
thirty feet above the ground the butt 
the tree, but the tree hung over 
gully the nest was double that distance 
vertically from the ground. made 
rough note-book sketches several 
these nests which finished home. 

During May while working 
connection with the Duchess mine 
Calaveras Co., found nest with half- 
grown young this species live 
oak that had been killed fire, had 
all the trees that mountain side. 
The nest was about feet 
crotch one the limbs and the 
young left about the last May. 
June took nest and five fresh eggs 
from, think, this same pair 
tion quite similar the first and about 
feet away from it. These two nests 
are the first have ever seen that were 
devoid lichens. account the 
fire all timber was dead and there were 
lichens. The nests however were 
decorated with bits burnt bark which 
made rather poor substitute for the 
usual decoration, far looks go. 

think this circumstance covering 
the nest with material similar color 
the tree which the nest situated 
means protection rather than 


decoration. this latter case the tree 
was charred quite extent and the 
nest was very similar appearance 
the limb which was built. Nests 
are very difficult see unless the bird 
watched carries material and 
deposits the nest. Both male and 
female the work building. all 
the nests have observed, four seems 
more common than five set 
eggs, though five not all unusual. 
The variation eggs lies principally 
inthe ground color, some sets being 
much others. Rather than 
take time here giving detailed 
description bird and eggs refer 
Coues Ridgway, especially since 
have limited myself nests 
article, and have made little attempt 
cover other phases the subject. 


Word Behalf the Boy. 


have recently been impressed with 

certain expressions occurring the 

writings prominent ornithologists 
concerning the relation the downy 
young the genus the nests 
and eggs and downy young our 
feathered friends. facts are self- 
evident: will boys; all men 
were boys once.” You may elaborate 
much you please these two points, 
but not forget ask yourself how 
much you cwe these same boys 
the way instruction and enlighten- 
ment and then ask how much you have 
done for their elevation into and en- 
couragement right ways thought 
and action. 

Next men who collect birds’ skins 
and eggs for sale, boys are probably 
the birds’ worst enemies. But not 
blame the boys until you have heard 
their case and have done your duty 
them. Most children receive instruc- 
tion home the study the animal 
kingdom and very little the common 
school, both account the lack 
time and incompetency the instruc- 
tors. not now placing blame upon 
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the parents teachers; neither seek 
excuse the shocking cruelty boys 
have known; but simply state what 

boy stands accused wantonly rob- 
bing and destroying bird’s nest 
trying collect more eggs than any 
other. Who will cast the first stone 
him? any stones but take 
the boy your home, show him your 
collection nests and eggs, explaining 
many things which, this time, 
has had opportunity learn, be- 
cause has been considered outlaw 
and one has taken enough interest 
him speak kindly him and ask 
where lived etc. Make him feel 
bluejay English Sparrow. Open 
your insect cabinet and show him the 
difference between bee and fly—be- 
question answer him fully 
fully. Shake hands with him, bid him 
goodbye and tell him that will 
hand next Saturday morning 8:30 
o’clock, take him collecting 
trip-with you. And don’t forget put 
lunch enough for two. 

thoughtless, careless boy, for boy 
more value than many sparrows. 
you really wish see the 
tected, make friends with the boys and 
seek their cooperation forthey can help 
more than you think. For nearly two 
years have conducted “natural his- 
tory class” home and have been 
greatly pleased with the results. 
meet Tuesday and Thursday even- 
ings each week and afield when- 
ever the opportunity offers. Several 
class have mastered the work out- 
lined with most commendable thorough- 
ness and alacrity. have direct- 
influenced the boys and girls 
greater less extent. Why 
hundred other members the Cooper 
Ornithological Clubdo much more? 
Wouldn’t the birds glad? 

Napa, Cal. 
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Rare and Unusual Occurrences Stockton, 
Cal. 


the way bird migration San 

Joaquin County, having added 
the list thus far several new visitants 
and also causing influx single 
species heretofore unknown 
locality, though common the eastern 
foothills. the Blue-fronted 
Jay(Cyanocitta 

This species has become numerous 
San Joaquin County, and especially 
within the limits Stockton, 
that has for the time being, taken the 
place the noisy California 
ocoma californica.) record its 
first appearance dated November 11, 
which time saw two this 
species the vicinity Stockton. 
Two days later saw several the 
birds within the limits the city and 
from that time they became quite 
numerous, showing very little fear 
their new haunts and being seemingly 
home the white oaks with which 
the city abounds. Mr. Belding informs 
that has found them the heart 
the Sacramento Valley, but has 
record their occurrence this locali- 
previous this year. 

The abundance the birds shown 
which five sportsmen Stockton 
took part December They 
confined themselves small area 
northeast the city and asa result 
their shoot brought home 220 birds, 100 
which were California Jays while the 
remaining 120 were the Blue-fronted 
species. birds are still here 
large numbers and show signs de- 
creasing. 

Another rare visitant which quite 
common here the California 
Purple Finch(Carpodacus purpureus cal- 
ifornicus.) These birds have been found 
times the timber about four miles 
south Stockton, but this year they 
have become very abundant within the 
city, feeding the new buds the 
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fruit trees and also the seeds 
species wire grass. first record 
their appearance January 20, 1901 
which time saw flock six 
the fruit trees the dwell- 
ing. They were noted the yard each 
day and seemed increase numbers 
may seen any time. 

Another straggler this locality 
the Western Evening 
thraustes vespertinus montanus.) Jan- 
uary 31, flock three males and 
six females flew from under magnolia 
the yards the city, 
where they were feeding the seeds 
that had fallen the ground. Feb- 
ruary 13, flock about dozen 
birds were also seen the city. This 
first record the birds this 
locality though found them the 
foot-hills east Stockton February 
1899. 


SAMPSON. 
Stockton, Cal., Feb. 
M 


Lee Chambers Santa Monica, Cal., 
writes taking two sets Anna’s 
Hummingbird January and February 
respectively. 


John Williams Applegate, Cal. reports 
that Californian Jay californica) 
was shot near that place last fall which was 
flourishing without the usual lower mandible. 
This had apparently been shot away some 
previous time, but the break had healed and 
the jay hal evidently found little difficulty 
securing its usual food. 


ber the Cooper Club, will receive his 
doctor’s degree Columbia University, New 
York, this spring. Mr. Torrey engaged 
post graduate work zoology and has upon 
request, delivered several lectures the work 
before various scientific societies ofNew York. 


Johnson Upper Lake, Cal., 


choicest oological collections California 
recently compiled the measurements his 
large series Golden Eagles’ eggs, and 
interesting note his largest set one from 
Spain, the twoeggs measuring 3.26x2.34 and 
3.23x2.34 inches. 


| 
who possesses one the most extensive and 
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the Summer Home the Buff-breasted Flycatcher. 


the nesting habitsof the Buff- 

breasted Flycatcher 
that little has been said 
their that will 
not confine myself nesting 
habits. Tho’ the least among the genus 
Empidonax size, they are 
means least interest, and this not 
merely owing their rarity either. 

Judging the very few en- 
localities, they are indeed rare, the 
largest number them that have 
seen any one season being not more 
than three four pairs. They appear 
their summer haunts the mount- 
ains, which are far have found 
them, altitudes from 6,500 feet 
the summits, about the time the 
coming the warblers, late April 
early May. 

vidual low down the foothills the 
Santa Rita Mountains and have little 
doubt was bound for that range for 
the summer. They begin nesting, ac- 
cording the earliest record own 
note book, June that date un- 
mal time for beginning work. Disturbed 
pairs will begin nesting Aug. 

Their eggs present somewhat more 
variation shape than those others 
this genus. Two the few speci- 
mens that have examined, taken from 
different sets, were sub-equal-ended, 
and the transverse diameter nearly 
all relatively great. The delicate, 
clear, creamy white color, unmarked, 
uniform. have been unable keep 
track any the young after leaving 
the nest, they are thereafter, far 
separate identification concerned, 
hopelessly lost the big trees. 

They linger about their nesting local- 
ity until the warblers, vireos, Mexican 
Chickadees and others are feeding 
flights various mixtures wherever 


aving promised write something 


food most plentiful. Just when they 
leave their summer homes have been 
unable stay with them long enough 
ascertain; whither they have 
seen data from which determine. 
first made their intimate acquaint- 
ance the Chiricahua Mts. south- 
eastern Arizona 1896. Early June 
Isaw pair them just below 
camp Riggs Bros.’ saw-mill, the 
westernly slope the range, about 
6,500 feet altitude. there was 
record their nest and eggs being found 
will readily believed that took 
intense interest that pair. 
watched them the early morning 
when birds are building, building 
all; watched them for hours after break- 
fast; watched them toward the evening 
when many birds, like the proverb- 
ial lazy man, who 
when the sun the doa little 
hurried building. But those were all 
holidays that precious pair. And 
beautiful days they were. The skies 
were Arizona’s; the temperature ideal. 
The canyon stream rippled 
neath the large sycamores upon which 
they stationed themselves much the 
time; breasts shone buff 
the bright sunlight; flies were plentiful 
and there was plenty time for enjoy- 
ing themselves, and they improved it. 
Every now and then the soft pit 
the two, they kept good account 
each other’s whereabouts, 
the Chicky-whew the male. bor- 
row this from assistant Hiram, who 
always designated him the “Chicky- 
whew Not far the mountain 
side, among the top branches some 
large pines, male Dendroica gracie 
frequently halted his tour inspec- 
tion the bunches needles, long 
enough utter his rapid, vivacious 
song, much like that the house wren 
tho’ superior. Behind me, far 
pretty canyoncito, now and then the 
chirp Stephen’s vireo (Vireo 
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lost reached ears; far 
the very dome heaven score 
more White-throated Swifts (Aero- 
nautes melanoleucus) skimmed their rapid 
flight, and pair Painted Redstarts 
picta) who had nest full 
hungry mouths the stream bank 
yards below, passed sight now and 
then, their foraging, their black and 
white plumage distinguishing them 
nearly far they could seen. 
Earth and trees and air fairly pulsed 
with fascinating interest, and the days, 
tho’ the longest, were all too short 
and too few. 

But very early one morning, June 
Isaw the female fly repeatedly from 
the ground the hill-side the same 
limb large sycamore about which 
they had spent much time. That settled 
it. was never quite certain whether 
any breakfast that morning 
what ate. 

The female did all the work. The 
nest was placed inclined fork 
among the thick branches, pretty well 
up, about feet. was well-construct- 
ed, compact, deep, dried grasses, 
few vegetable fibers, plenty spider’s 
silk and into the lining were woven 
few bright feathers. nests found 
this last season also contained several 
bright feathers, one them, bright 
yellow ones the Audubon’s Warbler 
blue one the Chest- 
and barred feather the Whip-poor- 
will macromystax) flut- 
tered the edge the nest. 

the first nest referred to, beginning 
the ninth day after work began, 
were laid three plain, creamy white 
eggs dimensions follows: .24x.29,.24 
This set with the nest, took, 
purposely, after dark one night, and 
the next morning they went merrily 
work building another nest the same 
tree, about six feet from the location 
the first. nest two eggs were 
laid July and 16. two also 


THE 


and set three the taking 
set four this year. fact have 
met exception yet the lessening 
the number the second set one. 

Three years later, ’99, revisited 
this canyon and, the local- 
ity interesting experiences, 
rode slowly, and listened and watched. 
Could that heard again that 
gentle But who that loves the birds 
could ever forget bird voice that had 
once fascinated him? There 
doubt about it; from point yards 
below the old nesting site, came and 
succeeded catching just one glimpse 
the bird ere disappeared some 
black willows down stream. His nest 
never found. Again, last season, 
passing this spot the last day but 
one May, watched and listened, 
and again heard and saw these 
old companions the days 
least such liked fancy them. What 
constancy locality! Just one pair 
birds this point year after year, and 
none other anywhere about. 

Subsequently, found the nest 
this pair large pine, but found 
only after days searching. The male 
had plan for frustrating the hunter 
which worked diligently and 
proached the location the nest, 
came out some distance meet and 
began calling and occasionally scolding 
certain locality, thus leading 
believe the nest was somewhere that 
vicinity. Once, however, waited until 
long after sunset the vicinity two 
large pines, near which the soft 
the female, felt sure was, an- 
swering the male had suddenly ceased 
the day before. Meanwhile the male 
was persistently, for two long hours, in- 
sisting that all his interests were the 
vicinity tall, leaning pine hundred 
yards distant, which point had 
come meet day after day. 

Finally, when nearly dark, his voice 
ceased for some time, and upon imi- 
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answered from one the very pines 
was watching. Two three times 
made him repeat it, but his voice 
seemed low and sleepy now. had 
come home roost, the next tree 
it. was too late search but went 
back camp feeling quite sure had 
outwitted him. next day found 
the nest and hard climb before 
got above the cone upon which the 
nest was built and looked upon the 
four dainty creamy white eggs. The 
nest and its situation are shown the 
illustration. 


They afterward built the top 
horizontal limb large pine, sixteen 
feet out from the stem the tree, 
plain sight the hawks and jays (Cy- 
anocitta macrolopha) and for jays these 
mountains are the worst have seen. 
Right out plain sight that dainty 
little female sat all day long, 


Photo by R. D, Lusk, 
BUFF-BREASTED FLYCATCHER’S NEST CONE. 
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ual challenge, and many 
fight she must have had defense 
her home, for some them 
and for dash and spirit and effectiveness 
they could hardly outdone. Eternal 
vigilance was certainly the price 
success her case. Nor did take her 
mate long come the rescue the 
least disturbance. 

ing carrying powers. sometimes 
audible distance 150 yards. And 
know none other the flycatchers 
having greater variety notes than 
this obscure little bird. Every now and 
then the male, particular- 
ly, exhibited some trait 
trick challenge in- 
terest and admiration. 
ventriloquist. Almost 
invariably his voice seems 
proceed from the lower 
branches the tree, 
from the vicinity the 
ground beneath, when 
fact the author sits one 
the topmost branches 
ofa tall pine fir, and 
being small and less in- 
clined than other flycatch- 
ers select exposed 
dead branch, often 
hard locate. 

both 1899 and 
found this same flycatcher 
breeding virgin forest 
pines and firs, among 
the trees surrounding 
little treeless, 
open space, which there 
are many mount- 
ains. was about three 
miles above the location 
the nest described above, 
distance the summit the range, 
from which one can get good glimpse 
New Mexico, only few miles dis- 
tant. But not one the nests found 
this upper location was built upon 
limb, but all against the trunks the 
trees, feet from the ground, 
two cases the angle short dead 
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stub and two cases with only tiny 
jutting piece bark for support 
slight depression caused wound 
the tree. 

this there was one exception. One 
pair, whose nest against the side 
large pine had watched from the date 
its beginning the day the female 
laid her last egg it, climbing almost 
daily inspect it, sometimes touch- 
ing her with finger ere she would 
leave it, decided that such location 
was too convenient for me, and built 
their next nest where had bring into 
requisition 100-foot rope order 
look into it, where was located far 
out the limb large fir. 

The reason for the uniformly different 
nesting sites the two localities 
doubtless one expediency, and may 
owing the fact that the lower 
locality where they are all built out 
the branches, lizards are plentiful, while 
the upper mountain, where they all 
select the tree trunks, there are 
ards seen, jays are much 
more plentiful than below; and the little 
nests the hue the tree bark, and 
fifty per cent the cases close 
below protecting stub, were not notice- 
able from above, nor easily from any- 
where. One nest that saw building 
was made almost exactly the shade 
the bark the dead pine against which 
was built, using plentifully the 
weather-beaten remains old robin’s 
nest close by. the sets 
eggs this species recorded date, 
nearly can remember those 
Messrs. Howard and Willard, taken 
the Huachuca Mts., about per cent 
have consisted three eggs each, 
per cent four eggs, and per cent 
two eggs. 


note with pleasure that our interesting 
contemporary, the Maine Or- 
nithological Society, will published 
monthly commencing with its third volume, 
instead quarterlyas heretofore. Merton 
Swain announced editor for 
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Note the Name the Black-headed 
Grosbeak. 


The Pacific Coast grosbeak described 
zine was previously named Hedymeles 
capitalis with the following description, 
probably overlooked Grinnell. 

the characterization given Baird 
considered sufficient those versed 
questions synonymy, then the 
western subspecies should known 
Zamelodia melanocephala capitalis (Baird) 
microrhyncha and capitalis evi- 
dently refer the same bird. 

the series from eastern Mex- 
ico (Orizaba and Mirador) 
ward along the Rocky Mountains the 
United States, find the black the 
head continuous, sharply defined 
gently curved outline behind, and with- 
out trace either the vertex post- 
ocular stripes. This the true 
cephalus restricted and may re- 
garded Rocky Mountain form. 
The most western specimen 
from Fort Bridger; the most northern 
19,355, from Stinking River, Northern 
Wyoming. All specimens from the 
Pacific Coast eastward the Western 
base the Rocky Mountains, including 
Cape St. Lucas and Western Mexico 
south Colima differ from the Rocky 
Mountain series having the posterior 
outline the black hood ragged, and 
irregularly indented the rufous 
the nape, which always extends ina 
quite broad stripe toward the eye, along 
the side the occiput, and quite fre- 
quently forms conspicuous median 
vertex stripe, though the latter feature 
sometimes not distinct. These differ- 
ences are observable only the males, 
and although slight, are yet sufficiently 
constant justify distinguishing them 
races. The Rocky Mountain form 
being the true melanocephalus, the 
name capitalis proposed for the 
74.) 


RICHARD MCGREGOR, 
San Francisco. 
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Trait the Western Robin. 


further investigation club mem- 

bers during the coming mating 
season peculiarity our friend the 
robin, that has, far know, passed 
unnoticed contributors the Con- 
and that the drooping the 
bird’s wings. For the benefit the un- 
informed will add that quite large 
but variable percentage the birds 
flock robins droop their wings con- 
tinuously while feeding and infrequent- 
when perched elsewhere. Other 
avian species droop their wings times 
but the habit does not seem 
persistent themas does the robin 
and isin regard the value this 
habit the bird itself that wish 
gain the assistance the club members. 
For long time have noticed that 
when juncos goldfinches are pairing 
the wings the male (and sometimes 
the female) droop and flutter contin- 
uously while the bird engaged his 
amorous proposal the female, and 
have doubt that these actions are 
considerable benefit the male birds 
their annualcourtships, some man- 
ner expresses visibly the female 
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the depth and sincerity the male 
bird’s passion for her, and those males 
that were most adept such actions 
might some way mate more success- 
fully. and infrequently have 
noticed male juncos 
drooping their wings the winter 
months, for what reason hard 
say. And this habit being 
juncos winter possibly very similar 
the drouping robin’s wingsat the 
same period. order find out 
this trait confined one sex robins 
and therefore some sexual advantage 
that sex, recently shot quitea num- 
ber and noticed lot more close 
range through glass carefully and 
give the results below but these re- 
sults are rather conflicting and only ob- 
tained from one locality, place little 
value them and think best sub- 
mit imperfect results the club 
members before the opening the mat- 
ing season that those interested may 
pursue the subject more fully. 
studying species birds sexually 
nearly similar plumage the robins 
are,-it rather hard avoid occas- 
ionalerror and where have been 


doubt have left the identity the sex 
alone. 


TABLE RESULTS. 


WINGS WINGS 
SEX FOLDED DROOPED 
Males. 
4 | 
Males. 
unknown 
OTAL. : 16 3 
birds. 


WINGS WINGS 
SEX FOLDED DROOPED 
w | 

Males 
Females. 
2. | 
Females. 
unknown 
unknown 


Sum total birds with drooping wings and birds with folded wings. 


February 18, 


Mar., 


Hawking Expedition. 


APRIL 16, 1900, Prof. 

Merwin, Mr. Elmer Bickford 

and the writer journeyed the 

hills east Napa City photograph 

and collect set Western Redtail 

(Buteo calurus) which Mr. Merwin 
had located two days before. 

The nest was situated the face 

cliff about feet from the base and 

twenty feet from the top, and was com- 


long stick. The accompanying illustra- 
tion will explain how was done. 

Mr. Merwin, partly suspended upon 
the rope seen the picture, handled 
the net and tightly hugged the cliff 
passed around behind him within 
reach the writer whose rear elevation 
regretted that Mr. Merwin does not ap- 
pear the picture for has cheerful 
countenance. 

Mr. Bickford, ever alert for the 


Photo by Elmer Bickford. 


EGGS UNDER DIFFICULTIES. 


posed almost entirely oak sticks and 
twigs, with few pieces tree moss or- 
namenting the outside. 
three number, were nearly ready 
hatch, but were successfully prepared 
for the cabinet nevertheless. 

The task removing the eggs from 
the nest was alloted Mr. Merwin 
common consent because once 
agile, and willing. The nest 
was the unaided hand 


novel and picturesque, immortalized 
the scene the aid his faithful cam- 
era and his kindness that 
are able present the photograph. 
The shrubbery the foreground 
growing from crevices the rock and 
gives the picture certain tame effect, 
when fact the shrubs are feet from 
the base the cliff. 

The hills the background are 
part the low range extending 
easterly direction from the Napa water- 
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works. The woods and brushy hills regard the name the 


this neighborhood teem with animal life, Pacific race the 
and wild flowers without number grace Grosbeak, Mr. McGregor’s 


their verdant heights. the present number THE 
F.C. CLARK. quite apropos reminding 
Napa, Cal. the name cafitalis, which 


tainly applicable instead the new 

Song the Golden-crowned Sparrow. posed last November. did not 
have the pertinent literature available 
the time describing the 
may asserted, however, that none 
the characters given 
capitalis, are determinant ones, being 
probably due age some variable 
cause other than geographical. The 
only tangible one seems that 
the bills. Several Pacific coast males 
have the head uninterruptedly black 
Arizona examples. may further 
suggested that the authority for the 
name Ridgway, not. Baird. 
Therefore the name our Californian 
Black-headed Grosbeak 
nically, Zamelodia 


Mr. Lyman Belding Stockton, Cal., 
submits the following query CONDOR 
readers: the Golden-crowned 
Sparrow ever sing while California? 
say thatI have ever heard 
it, though have been where these 
birds were numerous. Dr. Cooper 
‘California Ornithology’ says 
silent bird while here and did not 
hear sing onthe Columbia River 
May. observations agree with his 
this respect.” 

not members the Cooper Club 
and readers this magazine observe, 
listen and report any song they may 
hear from coronata? 


tions sent will favorto Mr. (Hist. Am. Bds. IT, 
Belding and observers general. 1874, 70.) 
Let the reports forthcoming. GRINNELL. 


List Birds Observed the Pima Indian Reservation, Arizona. 


GEORGE BRENINGER, PHOENIX, ARIZ. 


following list the species birds seen during four days’ travel 

the lower part the Pima Indian Reservation. These four days were Septem- 

ber and 19,25 and number species noted, this list would 
hard surpass, embracing, does, species seen tract probably not 
more than five miles long two miles wide. was its height, and, 
what might more accountable for the presence much bird-life, very little 
shooting done the brief description the ground may 
interest. The reservation located the Gila River, above its junction with the 
Salt River. strip land both sides the river cultivated the Indians, 
water for irrigation being drawn from the river and from lake. The latter 
crater origin, and supplies abundance water. consequence this never- 
failing supply, large area ground covered with dense willow growth al- 
ways flooded, and the time observations teemed with bird-life. The crops 
along the ditch tapping the lake were luxuriant. The corn, the beans and the 
pumkins sent forth such pleasant freshness that not wondered that 
the tired, wing-sore birds after night’s flight, should attracted sucha scene 
peace and plenty. Away from irrigation was desert, dry and barren, support- 
ing only such plant life can withstand long drougths, and the heat long 
summer. 
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flocks seen; too far off recognize the species. 

GREAT BLUE HERON (Ardea herodias)—Several; have often ridden near enough see 
the yellow the eyes. 

BLACK-CROWNED NIGHT HERON among flooded willows. 

virginianus)—Often and watching spot from where the 
calls came, discovered bird, posed perfectly motionless. 

FLORIDA GALLINULE galeata)—A number seen among willows; the only place 
have ever found gallinules. 

AMERICAN americana)—Seen along with the last. 

AMERICAN Avocet americana)—A flock seen sand-bar river. 

LEAST SANDPIPER small bunch flying about 

GREATER melanoleucus)—Seen along water course river. 

KILLDEER vocifera)—A few seen; evidently migrants, for they appeared worn 
and tired from long flight. 

GAMBEL’S PARTRIDGE and unsuspicious man. 

MOURNING (Zenaidura among mesquites. 

MEXICAN GROUND (Columbigallina passerina pallescens—Only pair seen. 

TURKEY aura)—Always sight from daylight till dark. 

Hawk (Circus hudsonius)—One seen; early migrant. 

SHARP-SHINNED seen dashing after sparrows. 

Coot Gallinule. 

PIGEON seen dashing into willow thicket. 

SPARROW Hawk (Falco sparverius deserticolus)—Common along fences and about 
fields. 

BURROWING cunicularia seen the desert. 

BELTED KINGFISHER (Ceryle about the flocded willow ground. 

TEXAN scalaris among the cottonwoods along the 
river. 

RED-NAPED SAPSUCKER (Sphyrapicus varius seen busy pecking into the 


LEWIS’s seen; first time have seen this 


species this valley. 

GILA often seen perched the houses 
the Indians. 

GILDED FLICKER (Colaptes chrysoides)— seen. 

TEXAN NIGHTHAWK (Chordeiles acutipennis seen flying overhead. 

Vaux’s number seen company with swallows. 

BLACK-CHINNED HUMMINGBIRD alexandri)—One seen attracted the open 
flowers the morning-glory. 

HUMMINGBIRD (Selasphorus rufus)—Seen with the above, and the same time. 

ARKANSAS KINGBIRD few belated migrants seen. 

vociferans)—More numerous than the foregoing species. 

PHOEBE seen about the houses. 

BLACK (Sayornis nigricans semiatra)—A few seen near water. 

OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER (Contopus number seen here only migrants. 

WESTERN PEWEE (Contopus common. 

HAMMOND’S FLYCATCHER hammondi)—A few seen. 

WESTERN FLYCATCHER difficilis)—One seen. 

VERMILION FLYCATCHER (Pyrocephalus rubineus seen, all females. 

(Aphelocoma common; have never seen many 
this valley before: winter visitants. 

PINON cyanocephalus)—First heard; then saw three fly from the trees; 
first record for this part Arizona. 

AMERICAN RAVEN (Corus corax sinuatus)—A pair, flew down into field near camp 
soon after daylight; the only ones seen. 

(Molothrus ater)—Seen among Red-wings; probably the northern form. 

SONORAN RED-WING (Agelaius among rushes and flocks 
cornfields. 


7 
13. 
16. 
18. 
Ig. 
20. 
23. 
25. 
26. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
32. 
33- 
36. 
38. 
40. 
42. 
44. 


me 


45. WESTERN MEADOWLARK magna dozen seen field. 

46. PURPLE FINCH (Carpodacus cassint) few perched mesquite tree. 

Very common among the 


49. WESTERN VESPER SPARROW gramineus confinis) 
bushes the desert. 
50. WESTERN SAVANNA SPARROW (Ammodramus sandwichensis few. perched 
the wire the fences. 
51. WESTERN LARK SPARROW (Chondestes grammacus strigatus)—Only few seen; date 
rather early. 
52. WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW (Zonotrichia leucophrys few seen. 
53. SPARROW (Zonotrichia with the above; later 
this commoner form, 
54. WESTERN CHIPPING SPARROW socialis 
BREWER’S most common species; seen every where. 
56. SAGE SPARROW belli few seen the desert. 
57. SPARROW seen among the willows and 
others heard. 
58. GREEN-TAILED TOWHEE (Oreospiza chlorura)—One seen peach orchard. 
59. TOWHEE aberti)—Common along the river and about mesquite growths. 
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60. WESTERN BLUE GROSBEAK seen; probably immature bird. 
61. TANAGER (Piranga rubra cooperi\—A female seen. 

62. lunifrons)—A number were'seen circling about the fields. 
63. BARN (Hirundo erythrogastra)—This species was seen company with the fore- 


going. 
64. ROUGH-WINGED number were seen near the 
river. 
65. PHAINOPEPLA (Phainopepla numerous than usual with this species; only 
one male noted. 
66. WHITE-RUMPED ludovicianus 
WARBLER celata numerous the brush. 
68. WARBLER (Dendroica coronata)—One 
ing insects among the branches of'the cottonwoods. 
70. GRAY WARBLER (Dendroica nigrescens)—One seen. 
71. HERMIT WARBLER (Dendroicd occidentalis)—One seen; sure mistake rode 
within ten twelve feet the bird. 
72. WESTERN trichas occidentalis)—Several seen near water. 
PILEOLATED WARBLER pusilla pileolata)—Only few seen. 
74. MOCKINGBIRD family were seen brush fence; from their 
noisiness they had evidently been disturbed something. 
75. PALMER’S THRASHER curvirostris seen. 
76. BENDIRE’S THRASHER bendirei)—Seen the desert. 
THRASHER seen skulking among the desert 
bushes. 
THRASHER (Harporhynchus crissalis)—-Several seen. 
CANYON WREN (Catherpes mexicanus conspersus)—One heard and finally usually found 
only rocky places. 
BAIRD’S WREN bewicki leucogaster)—One seen. 
81. WESTERN aedon aztecus)—Several seen intervals brush 
fences. 
82. WREN obsoletus)—Seen different times. 
83. (Auriparus more among the cat’s-claw brush 


where. 
84. RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET calendula)—Several seen; evidently just down from the 
north. 


85. WESTERN GNATCATCHER cerulea obscura)—Seen among the mesquites. 
86. fuscescens seen the peach orchard where 
the Green-tailed Towhee was observed. 


Echoes From the Field. 


Evening Grosbeak Near Palo Alto. Notes the January indicate gener- 
invasion the coast valleys flocks grosbeaks (Coccothraustes montanus.) 


none are recorded from the San Francisco peninsula, will note two males 


and four females, taken Mr. Hoover November 25, now collec- 
tion. These specimens were secured from flock the lower San Francisquito 
Creek where they were feeding the willows. Mr. Hoover states that since the 
above date has seen several flocks the vicinity Palo Alto. 

RICHARD Oakland Cal. 


Mice Enemies Ground-nesting Birds. The carnivorous habits chipmunks 
related the recent issues THE CONDOR were very interesting me, 
though believe mice are far more guilty. Mice are perfect pest ground- 
builders this country, they burrow into the ground several yards away 
from the nest and then tunnel until they reach the bottom the nest. 

They then dig upward into the nest and carry the eggs into their tunnel 
eat. have often found broken and unbroken eggs several feet from the nest 
burrow. have never actually seen mice this, but the tunnels are much too 
small for anything else. The Ruffed Grouse (Bonasa sabini) are the 
worst sufferers that have yet found, and their eggs are the largest that have 
seen destroyed this manner. All the small ground-builders suffer more less. 


Notes From Oakland and Vicinity. Inthe gulches back Oakland birds have been 
exceptionally numerous this winter, some species appearing numbers such 
are rarely known here. might note especially that during the months De- 
cember and January saw five Townsend’s Warblers (Dendroica townsend?) 
one gulch; three these were together the same bush. 

different places Oakland and Berkeley saw four Western Winter Wrens, 
(Anorthura pacifica) avery unusual occurence. The Red-breasted Nuthatch 
canadensis) was found, but smaller numbers than two years ago when 
they were comparatively numerous. Audubon’s Warblers seem 
less common than last year. 

The California Woodpecker bairdi) quite numerous the oaks 


around the University grounds; much more tha 
the und than for some years. The Western’ 


Golden-crowned Kinglet (Regulus satrapa olivaceus) has been quite common 
flocks Oakland and Berkeley. WILLARD, Oakland, Cal. 


Occurrence the Black Brant and American Los Go., Gal. 
twentieth century was opened very satisfactory the morning 
Jan. when Mr. Hull presented the writer handsome pair 
nigricans, shot the Bolso Chico Club grounds near Newport, that date. 
These, the first actual specimens taken the territory covered Grinnell’s list, 
confirm the statement made therein that visitor along our coast. 
one time the Black Brant was much sought-for game bird about San Diego 
Bay, eighty miles south but recent years has decreased rapidly numbers 
and now only occasionally taken. 

Another interesting take that pair Clangula clangula americana shot 
the same place Jan. Dr. Fenyes. Mr. Grinnell notes 
single specimen the American Goldeneye taken 1894. All these birds have 
found their way into collection. Pasadena, Cal. Jan. 


Gapture Another White-throated Sparrow. have adult female White-throated 
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Sparrow (Zonotrichia albicollis) taken the canyon Pescadero, San Mateo Co., 
Cal. December 29, 1900. believe unusual occurrence. 

The Western Winter pacifica) were very common, thirteen 
being seen two hours. 

flock Western Evening Grosbeaks (Coccothraustes montanus) were seen 
the neighborhood this date. Joun WILLARD, Oakland, Cal. 


Gapture Galifornia Gondor Near Pomona, Gal. taking California Condor 
(Pseudogryphus californianus) always interest especially when found the 
Sierra Madre Mountains, where the former large stock interests have given 
away fruit and grain. Occasionally one shot hunters the more remote 
parts, but usual with such specimens, they are left waste owing lack 
knowledge their preparation. Mr. Eugene Law’s intelligent action 
indebted for fine specimen which was shot north Pomona Jan. 16. Mr. Law 
writes substance follows: was first observed about two miles west 
Lordsburg, just mile below San Dimas canyon. When first seen was flying 
towards the hills the direction Marshall canyon, which just east San 
Dimas, about twenty feet high over the ranch. flew about 300 yards and then 
lit sycamore rest, evidently. was followed and wounded slightly the 
wing with rifle ball, but flew away and the ground its own 
weight. more rifle shots, one taking effect, failed kill, the bird moving 
short ways after each. After the last was given two loads from shot gun with 
buckshot feet; then after clubbing the head the bird had 
ity bite severely. All these statements are confirmed the sieve-like con- 
dition the skin, the rifleshot across the breast disturbing least pound 
flesh. immature bird, indicated the dark down-covered neck and head 
which later becomes yellow and bare; also the imperfect white the wing 
linings which later become pure white. The second day after killing the bird 
weighed17 pounds. Length, inches; extent feet, inches, wing 28% 
inches; tail 13% inches, crop empty. FRANK DAGGETT, Pasadena, Cal. 


The Sitka Kinglet November 25, adult male 
specimen (No. 4453 Coll. G.) Regulus calendula grinnelliin San Mateo County, 
California. was among the redwoods Pescadero Creek Canyon the west 
slope the Santa Cruz Mountains. This race has been previously recorded only 
from southeastern Alaskain summer. The present specimen seems indicate 
southward movement winter, probably following the humid coast belt. When 
the skin with ordinary the differences are once 
apparent. former, the whole under parts from the base the bill to, but 
not including, the crissum are suffused with maize yellow. bright 
dark olive-green, darkest top the head the 
The slenderer, and general size much less than usual specimens 
calendula. inches, 3.94; wing, 2.17; tail, Among thirty skins 
Regulus calendula from California far examined, find other specimen 
proaching this form any pronounced degree. would suggest that collectors 
California, especially coastwise, look over their material carefully for any 
similar examples. GRINNELL, Palo Alto, Cal. 


Shrike Notes. railroad cut between Pacific Grove and Point Pinos Light 
that was trying manage large Limbless Lizard pulchre Gray.) 
would attempt fly off with its prey, but the muscular, smooth, snake-like lizard 
repeatedly wriggled out the shrike’s beak. was after one these ineffectual 
attempts that captured the lizard and discovered the true nature the animal 
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that was causing much trouble. The Limbless Lizard, its name 
destitute legs. from afew inches several feet under the earth 
(usually sandy soil) and found most frequently the vicinity the small 
bushes Lupinus arboreus. has never been observed above soil, and the 
shrike has learned dig the creatures out, then the shrike possessed much 
patience, and the lizards have formidable enemy. have wondered what 
animals prey upon them. Nothing known their life history. 

Mr. Wm. Atkinson, Conpor III, page 11, suggests that Lanius 
ludovicianus does not return eat impaled food after having once left 
was this opinion till last summer (Aug. 1900,) when noted something 
the contrary Sierra Valley, Cal., (near the town Vinton, Plumas Co.) The 
bird question was, however, Lanius ludovicianus execubitorides. copy essen- 
tially what wrote the time. setting some mammal traps this afternoon 
wassurprised see fly into sage-brush bush only few feet from me. 
hunted about for moment till found impaled grasshopper, which was first 
carefully tasted and then quickly bolted. The shrike then flew away, but return- 
unce and ‘tasted’ the little twig upon which the grasshopper had been im- 
paled. This did twice, then whet its its beak vigorously and flew tothe top- 
most twig the bush, fluffing itself into round ball. 

WALTER Stanford Univ., Cal. 


the Generic Name the Californian 
Condor. 


Readers THE CONDOR may in- 
terested learn that early 1842 
the Californian bird 
generically from the South American 
species. that year Lesson began 
“Index Ornithologique” which appear- 
Parisian journal, monde 
savant the initial part this 
“Index” distinguished the Califor- 
nian Condor under the name 
which name, owing the rarity the 
journal which appeared, has been 
buried for over half century. 

Gymnogyps, having 
priority over Pseudogryphus, will be- 
come the term for 
Vultur californianus Shaw, the reference 
being, Lesson, L’Echo 
monde savant, ser no. 44, Dec. 
1842, col. 1037. This “Echo” was is- 
sued about three timesa week from 
1834-1846, and contains many new 
generic and specific names birds. 
have been able consult only part 
the series (1838-1843) and would 
agreeably surprised see the remain- 


der. Any one who may wish sur- 
prise should senda copy the 
National Museum, Washington, 


CHARLES RICHMOND. 


regret being compelled crowd out the 
January and March minutes the Northern 
Division which will appearin May. However 
Club members may informed 
cent Club’s Bird Bill has been 
passed the Senate and has every prospect 
passing the Assembly; the Club 
incorporate once and members may guage 
its prosperity the fact that new members 
were elected March 

Mr. Joseph Grinnell, hear, give 
course general ornithology the coming sum- 
mer the Hopkins Seaside Laboratory. This 
course conducted under the auspices Stan- 
ford University, will aim present the classi- 
fication, characteristic anatomy, and habits 
birds, particular attention being paid those 
about Monterey Bay. 


note with much pleasure that 7he Osprey 
has commenced the Biographies American 
projected two years ago Dr. Gill. 
Our joy tinged with sadness, however, when 
reflect that 7he Osprey can not complete, 
with justice the subject, more than six bio- 
year, and hence the series not be- 
fore 2030! 
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QUESTIONS THE DAY.* 

Some months ago editorial comment was 
made the (July-August 95) 
‘valuable service ornithologists whose 
lots are cast the San Francisco Bay region, 
referring the recognition name certain 
birds this region which are intermediate 
character between those found tothe north and 
south respectively. From standpoint 
taken, which seems one for convenience 
labeling specimens, this ‘solution the 
difficulty’ might commend itself collectors 
that region providing they never received 
specimens from their fellow collectors little 
the north south, and these latter 
would more less questionable boon un- 
der any circumstances. case the ornitholo- 
gists the San Francisco Bay region should 
desire attach names the birds found not 
more than 100 miles either north, south east 
them they would find that this supposed la- 
bor-saving device had multiplied their troubles 
instead simplifying them. Moreover, 
additional name group this kind rather 
tends obscure the relationships the forms 
than otherwise. one who has seen spec- 
imens whatever the binomial 
ata and the trinomial phea would 
indicate ‘‘an unbroken gradation from one 
the exactly what admittedly exists. 
Thus two names indicate the facts would 
not seem more convenient have three. 
Under different circumstances however 
conceivable that even with greater difference 
between the extremes might advisable 
adopt several names order represent the 
facts; and this also even the respective de- 
grees difference were slight and difficult 
determine. 


and the accompanying diagram repre- 
sent the intensity variable characterof any 
two animals various points their develop- 
ment lines and the extent 
the animals’ distribution. one 
pose the salient character have 
developed uninterruptedly from condition 
condition and these extremes recognized 
name; then suppose another case 
ment frcm after which there con- 
stant condition from with the intensity 


*See Bird Tore, 111, 38-39, Jan.-Feb. 1got. 


ment from toG and thence constant 
this case although the intensity does 
not exceed that seems that the facts can 
best represented nomenclature three 
names instead two and although the inten- 
sity and are equal would advisable 
recognize nomenclature, while would 
serve useful purpose, far present know- 
ledge goes, treat the same manner. 
This theory. The real conditions are 
course much more involved than any simple 
diagram can indicate; nevertheless the rapid 
increase collections and knowledge physi- 
conditions constantly contribute 
the elucidation this sort. Such 
questions certainly appear the study 
groups mammals and possibly toa slighter 
condition which represents neither two ex- 
tremes nor special development either, but 
merely point between them either side 
which progressivé development opposite 
directions. And furthermore, degree differ- 
ence not the sole criterion for the applica- 
tion names; and the fact that species 
reason for withholding lazy ‘lay’ 
ornithologist one might contend 
that, since requires care and experience 
distinguish some species would 
most convenient ‘lump’ them. matter 
fact there have been very few de- 
scribed which are discrimination 
the species Empidonax minimus and 
alnorum. 

The tendency revolt among the ‘lay’ 
class against the so-called splitting seems 
not much because thought based 
unsound principles, but more because 
brings about multiplication names which 
are hard remember and because makes 
the identification individual specimens diffi- 
cult. The popular ornithologist, following 
the footsteps other popular scientists, has 
reached the point where cannot keep pace 
with the man who gives his life technical 
work. There was time when country gentle- 
men the Gilbert White type were able 
keep fairly abreast all branches natural 
science, but now expert any one 
branch requires almost lifetime study. 
The question then arises—is deplorable 
condition, the natural outcome vast 
increase quantity and quality material, 
corresponding increase facilities for work, 
and convenient access useful contributive 
results investigations other branches 
science? strange that the careful orni- 
thologist should continually add named and 
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labeled facts the sum knowledge 
astronomer with his new telescopes dis- 
cover new stars and the histologist with his 
new methods preservation find unexpected 
conditions? 

might argued that the handle becomes 
too slippery grasp loses its usefulness. There 
another side this however, for even 
slippery handle may held firmly 
strong practiced hand, and the facts 
worth grasping, not more profitable have 
trained hands for slippery handles than 
have handles and lose sight significant 
facts? 

“The importance determining with the ut- 
most exactness the geographical variations 
birds further elucidating-the laws evolu- 
tion certainly cannot over- 
estimated. Practically all that known this 
subject has been accomplished careful sys- 
tematists, splitters possibly, who with large 
series specimens have conscientiously worked 
out problems which many cases could not 
possibly appreciated equally acute work- 
ers having few specimens from 
ties. Would then advance knowledge this 
subject promulgate doctrine that characters 
not convincing single specimen should 
disregarded. few mistakes now and then 
may not more harmful than otherwise, for 
rectifying them better appreciation the 
facts always gained and new lines investi- 
gation are often started. From the beginning 
systematic zoological work mistakes have 
been made, but this were deter workers 
from entering the field, progress would ex- 
ceedingly slow. The mistakes which were 
made the days ‘lumping’ were certainly 
more egregious than any the ‘splitters’ have 
made, and can hardly gainsaid that the 
two splitting the one which tends 
the most careful work and the keenest ap- 
preciation nature’s facts. great army 
amateur ornithologists cannot keep pace 
with the technical systematists there still 
nothing the nature the case which will 
interfere with the very important studies which 
they are making the life histories our 
birds. publishing the results his work 
the ornithologist who does not have access 
large collections may choose subordinate 
subspecific names printing them small 
type referring them collectively under 
each species and still the value his contribu- 
tions distribution life history not nec- 
mean between ‘splitters’ and ‘lumpers’, there 
ought room for each work his own 
sphere. 

The foregoing remarks are made con- 
troversial spirit whatever, but entirely the 
hope may elicit further discussion 
questions which must considerable 
concern all who are interested working 
systematic zoology. 

WILFRED 
Washington, Feb. 18, 1901. 
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ANENT POSSESSIVE BIRD NAMES. 


“Be not the first by whom the new is tried, 
Nor vet the last to cast the old aside.” 


EDITORS THE CONDOR:—You will per- 
haps permit once the 
medium your paper, open the question 
the use common bird names. The ques- 
tion which raise this time not common 
names scientific names, but has todo with 
the changes which have been rung some 
our trivial names. 

The most radical change that adopted 
the Biological Survey and first used them 
This the dropping the such 
names Townsend’s Warbler making Town- 
send Warbler. This first sight looks pecu- 
liar and such names Gray and 
Brown Song Sparrow one might led sus- 
pect these birds being respectively gray and 
brown, but this not serious objection. 

The points favor the change 
letter from Dr. Merriam, dated December 
22, which the following part: 

would state that practice dropping 
the the common names species de- 
rived from the names persons based 
two things: (1) The fact that the species are 
not any way the property the persons 
whose names they bear, but are merely named 
honor these persons; (2) The modern 
tendency similar cases other departments 
science. You are aware course that the 
National Board Geographical Names has for 
many years abandoned the use possessives 
all geographical names, Lassen Butte, 
not Lassen’s Butte, Hudson Bay, not Hudson’s 
Bay, Similarly the Forestry peo- 
ple their catalogue and checklist forest 
trees the United States have dropped the 
possessive, using Parry pinion, not Parry’s 
pinion, Jeffrey pine, not Jeffrey’s pine, 
Coulter pine, not Coulter’s pine, Englemann 
spruce, not Englemann’s spruce, and 
the end the list. Among botanists the 
same tendency notable, and occured 
that there was particular reason why 
should stand the tail the 

might added favor the simpler 
form name that there isa slight saving 
time and space. Hudson Bay shorter and 
simpler than Bay and just 
specific. true all personal 
names either botanical zoological. trust, 
Mr. Editors that you will find desirable 
adopt this idea for THE CONDOR. 

Personally take little interest the matter, 
common names being altogether unreliable, 
but there considerable difference 
opinion among our members, seems well 
bring the subject before the whole. 

There also some variation names 
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birds named for states. Thusa glance through 
the checklist shows thirteen species referred 
substantively California, while five are 
modified Californian. Similarly find 
Canada Jay and Canadian Warbler. These 
names are inconsistent somewhere and one 
form name should used throughout. Cer- 
tainly either Canada Grouse Canadian 
Ruffed Grouse should changed. 

Just one more point and will close. 
spite our checklist, which supposed 
regulate the use names, there growing 
some cases older names are used and others 
new names are coined. Sierra Junco for Thur- 
ber’s Junco, Valley Quail for Valley Partridge, 
Turkey Buzzard for Turkey Vulture are ex- 
amples from recent publications. cannot 
better than quote paragraph from Dr. 
Merriam’s letter clearly stating own 
feeling the matter: 

“Your inquiry with respect the A.O. 
tendency incommon names gives 
portunity state that place weight what- 
ever the fact the adoption rejection 
particular name, form name, among 
the common names birds used the 
and has always been that the 
ing points scientific nomenclature should 
carry great weight, but that matters com- 
mon English names species every man 
liberty use whatever name pleases. What- 
ever one’s views may this matter, the 
fact remains that large number writers 
use common names different from those 
the Code that absolutely necessary 
many cases give the scientific name the 

Respectfully, 
RICHARD MCGREGOR. 


San Francisco, Feb. 
PARASITES BIRDS. 


THE Vol. II, page 
garding tapeworms young mountain quail, 
further tapeworm observations. Let say 
that these observations are not unique; far 
statistics are hand quail are moderately 
frequently infected various parts the 
world. The most accurate statistics hand, 
recent paper the parasites birds 
the Rhine provinces, Germany and Switzerland 
shows that out six hundred thirty (630) 
birds one hundred eighty 
per cent were free from parasites, while 
varying numbers. Other authorities state that 
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Europe the true partridges are infected 
cases. The same true allied species. 
may positively said that these species are 
not dangerous man further than that, 
present sufficient numbers, they are detri- 
mental the general health the bird. 
various parts France and Germany, 
worm epidemics among game birds have fre- 
quently been noted. have, however, some- 
what extensive summary the results 
these studies which will appear the present 
number the Proceedings the Nebraska 
Ornithologists’ Union. this will add 
the records collections made here from 
various kinds birds and many observers. 
will glad identify species for your 
correspondents, they will send specimens. 
identification froma single specimen where 
the species imperfectly known, and 
necessary that the tapeworm should have both 
head and ripe segments. Specimens may 
sent alcohol preferably after preservation 
corrosive sublimate mixture, per cent 
solution formol into which 
may put immediately after removal from 
the host. The accumulation data regarding 
these forms great scientific and economic 
importance. shall gladly avail myself all 
the help which ycur correspondents may 
able give. Very truly yours, 
HENRY WARD. 
University Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebr. 


Publications Reviewed 


LAWS REGULATING THE 
AND SALE GAME. Palmer and 
Olds. Bulletin No. 14, Biological Survey 
pp. and table closed seasons. 

This publication far the most complete 
and practical compendium game laws yet 
given the public, covering does all the 
statutes now effect, including federal, state, 
many instances county laws. Full informa- 
tion concerning market hunting, shipment 
game, transportation live game for propaga- 
tion, close seasons and numerous other points 
importance are dealt with length, accompan- 
ied numerous tables and maps detail. 
impossible review length such valuable 
addition our knowledge the laws, 
and advise the reader procure copy 
this publication and keep where may 
consulted freely. this means will in- 
dividual appreciate the vast amount compi- 
lation necessary produce such 
digest well the amount solid informa- 
tion contains.—C. 
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California Water Birds No. V.— 
Proc. Calif. Acad. Sci. 3rd Ser. Zool. Vol. 
II, No. pp. 349-363. Issued Dec. 24, 

Mr. fifth paper presents the 
sults study the water birds off Monterey 
from May June 12, 1897.’’ Like his prev- 
ious papers this one carefully composed and 
the various topics are methodically arranged 
under suggestive headings. Under ‘‘General 
are enumerated the species 
water-birds observed, among which note 
Larus glaucus. ‘The specimen, which this 
record based, does not show the characters 
expect find this coast. also note that 
our only record Uria lomvia arra for Cali- 
fornia (COOPER, Proc. Calif. Acad. Sci., 
414) shown have been imma- 
ture specimen the ordinary Uria cali- 


Mr. Loomis sees obvious reasons 


for rejecting the old record Creagrus furcat- 
off Monterey merely account the re- 
moteness the nesting ground. his 
last paper the author does not recognize 
nomials. The brief remarks the ‘‘Cause 
Return appear mainly the 
nature emphasis ideas already stated 
his former papers.—J. 


PROFESSOR COLLETT THE MORPHOLOGY 
THE CRANIUM AND THE AURICULAR OPEN- 
INGS THE NORTH-EUROPEAN SPECIES 
THE FAMILY 

Mor ph., Vol. XVII, No. 1., pp. 119-176; plates XV to XX, 
and numerous text figures. 

This paper “full and complete English 
Prof. Robert Collett’s memoir 
entitled Oreaabningernes Bygning 
hos nordeuropeiske Arter 
Strigidae, with footnotes and some general 
considerations Dr. Shufeldt. Prof. Collett, 
the first part his work, divides the owls 
northern Europe into six groups, ‘‘based upon 
the the cranium and upon the 
structure the external ear-openings and their 
dermal species are consid- 
ered and all belong the subfamily 
“(the other subfamily, which represented 
flammea does not occur 

The second part consists careful descrip- 
tions the morphology the crania and ear 
openings the ten species. concluding 
the paper, Dr. Shufeldt gives upon 
the Position the the 
presenting the views Huxley, Newton, Max 
Fuerbringer, Hans Gadow, and Clark. 
states his own opinion follows: ‘‘Re- 
garding the owls whole, they may con- 
sidered forming group nocturnal birds 
markedly raptorial habits. Some the 
species, are largely diurnal their 
ways. They are not especially related the 
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Accipitres, but are, the other hand, remote- 
allied with the Caprimulgi. What now 
know the structure such forms 
tornis and Podargus sufficiently indicates this 
The translation well presented, 
and illustrated six lithographic plates (by 
Prof. Collett) and seven text figures, redrawn 
Dr. Shufeldt, from plates Prof. Collett. 

THE WILSON BULLETIN No. 33: Sum- 
mer Reconnoissance the West, Lynds 
Jones and Dawson, Oberlin, Ohio, cov- 
ering observations during mile trip over 
fourteen states, with notes and observations 
made the fly very readable paper the 
observations are not taken too seriously. Mr. 
Jones says his introductory remarks, 
only new feature introduced the keeping 
horizons for certain places certain lengths 
time aboard train steamer, the effort 
more clearly illustrate what one might hope 
find retraversing this 

This idea dividing the trip into bird hori- 
zons when speeding through the country 
railway flyer commendable, but when the 
observations are confined small locality 
like the Pacific slope Los Angeles Co., they 
partake the nature local list and 
with such lists that must make our compari- 
son order determine the observations 
are accurate orof less guesswork 
nature. show how worthless such list 
that published Mr. Jones might 
stranger the land, will mention few in- 
accuracies cases mistaken identification. 
will overlook his discovery magpies 
the vicinity San Bernardino for that was 
made from the train and course subject al- 
ways mental reservation; but when enters 
the Pacific slope Los Angeles County, the 
home three-fourths the members the 
Southern Division the Cooper 
Club; section more carefully continuous- 
observed during the past ten years than any 
other part California, and then publishes 
list birds observed which commends for 
its accuracy, toturnon the ray. 
Both the California and the Pasadena Thrasher 
are noted although only one 
Samuel’s Song Sparrow has not been taken 
the section mentioned. 

plentifully thirty miles east and half 
that distance west has not been taken here, 
spite the fact that for years all our resident 
members have been looking keenly for it. 
Only one specimen The Prairie Falcon has 
been taken ten years, although occurs east 
and west us. The Green-tailed Towhee, Brew- 
er’s Sparrow and Calliope Hummingbird are 
rare stragglers the valley during the migra- 
tion but the time Mr. Jones visited this vi- 
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cinity, July, none have ever been seen, they 
having retired the ranges beyond that 
which Mt. Lowe situated. 

believe but very few California Cuckoos 
have been seen during the past ten years. 
During the same period The Western Winter 
Wren has been seen but twice and then mid- 
winter.It unnecessary call attention other 
identifications almost glaring, for enough 
has been shown illustrate the danger pub- 
lishing local lists without years experience 
gained the locality itself. This especially 
applies the mountainous regions the West 
where our California ornithologist would not 
dare make record without having evidence 
not only satisfy himself but also that which 
would satisfy his associates the club well. 
other words identification accepted 
without the specimen back it, except 
species that differ allow chance 
and the observer known familiar 
with it. 

The value local lists cannot disputed 
but they should made from observations 
and facts indisputable, especially when such 
lists are given color the standing the 

Cooke, has just been strengthened 
second appendix, giving total number 
species the credit the state 387, 
which 243 are known breed. Prof. Cooke 
has put much time, travel and expense into 
this work and has threshed into reliable form 
the multitude notes and publications bearing 
this subject which could bring light. 
There yet remain large tracts country within 
the state which have produced notes, and 
additions will made the list from year 
year. 

Mr. Cooke gives Colorado list greater than 
any other State the Union, excepting Ne- 
braska, whose list counts 400. The list 
subdivided many interesting ways, such 
“birds breeding the mountains but not 
the plains,’’ “birds the plains,’’ ‘‘residents 


the year and visitants 


The list stragglers which but one record 
known number sixty-seven, among them 
mention being made such rareties for this 
section three varities surf ducks, Rose- 
ate Spoonbill and the Connecticut and Canadi- 
Warblers. 

Our quail (introduced) promise future varia- 
tions from the natural order distribution. 
The farming country from Denver 
Collins much infested with quail, both from 
the East and Texas. The California partridge 
has been introduced Mesa County the 
western slope and has thriven wonderfully, 
while the Scaled Partridge slowly spreading 
over area the southeastern part 
the state. Our friend, McGregor, comes 
the list substantial addition ofa 
Ridgeway’s Junco, while regret observe 
that Mr. Cooke has brought all 
old papers amateur journals, which had 
considered safely buried.—F. DILLE. 
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Publications Received. 


CHAPMAN, Study the Genus 
nella, (Author’s edition. Bull Am. Mus. 
Nat. Hist. XIII, pp. 31, 1900). 
mer Reconnoissance the West. (Wilson Bul- 
letin No. Oct. 
Early June. (Cal. Water Birds, No. 
Cal. Acad. Sci. 24, 
Regulating the Transportation and Sale 
Game. Bull. No. 14, Biological Survey 
SHUFELDT DR. the Systematic 
Position the Sand Grouse (Ptercles; Syr- 
(Reprint Am. Nat. XXXV, No. 
Jan. 
SHUFELDT, DR.R. the Osteology 
the Woodpeckers. (Reprint Proc., Am. 
Philos. Soc. No. 164.) 
SHUFELDT, DR. the Osteology 
the Striges [Strigidae and Bubonidae] (Reprint 
Proc. Am. Soc. No. 164). 
American Ornithology Nos. Jan., Feb. 
Auk, The No. Jan. 
Bird-Lore, No. Dec. III, No. 
Birds and Nature, No. Nov. IX, 
Nos. and Jan., Feb., 
Bittern, The No. Jan., 
des 
Munchen 
Journal the Maine Orn. Society, No. 
Oct. Igoo. 
Land Sunshine, Nos. and Nov. 
and Dec. 1900; XIV, Nos. Jan., Feb., 
Igol. 
Maine Sportsman, Nos. and 88, Nov. 
and Dec. VIII, Nos. 89, Feb., 
Nature Study, Nos. June 1900 Feb. 
Notes Rhode Island Ornithology, No. 
1900, Feb., 
Oologist, The, No. 10, Dec. 1900; XVIII, 
Nos. Jan., Feb., 
Ornithologisches Jahrbuch, No. Nov.— 
Dec. 
Dec., 
Our Animal Friends, XXVIII, Nos. and 
Our Dumb Animals, XXXIII, Nos. and 

Petrel, The, No. Jan. 

Plant World, Nos. 1o—12, 1900; 
IV, No. Jan., 

Science XXXIV, No. 12, Dec. 1900; 
XXXV, No. Jan. Igor. 

Recreation, X1V, Nos. 
Wilson Bulletin, No. 33, 
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California ornithologists are familiar 
with the splendid work that being 
accomplished the interest bird 
protection their fellow 
Department Agriculture. During 
the winter Dr. Palmer has appeared re- 
peatedly before various state legislatures 
explain the practical side bird pro- 
tection and urge the passage better 
laws, while his rigid enforcement the 
federal regulations has made hima 
terror illicit game dealers. Recently 
filled another role which would 
doubtless have appealed strongly the 
feelings this latter class gentlemen 
had they been present. 

company with several prominent 


THE 


“SNAP PROMINENT No. II.” 


Protection Birds, Dr. ap- 
peared short time ago night 
session Delaware Legislature 
Dover. After the meeting the visitors 
inspected those curious survivals the 
Delaware—the whipping post and 
pillory. Dr. Palmer with 
cheerfulness offered impersonate the 
criminal and was forthwith placed 
the pillory. 

joy and exultation the wily millinery- 
collector the dealer contraband 
quail could they only have been pres- 
ent that moonlight ‘fiesta’ the jail 
yard and have been able view the 
relentless monitor the Lacey Act, 
with his neck and wrists held firmly 
the vice-like grasp the pillory! 
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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Value Ornithological societies are like other 
similar organized movements, that 
are strengthened the unity 
Spirit. purpose and action 
Those attending the annual meeting the 
Northern Division the Club January last 
could scarcely failed have been impressed 
with the business-like attitude each member 
present, indicating that each had some sug- 
gestion some plan consummate, 
whereby the interests the Club should ad- 
vanced. 

Enjoyable are such gatherings ornithol- 
ogists, and strong may the tendency 
lapse into absorbing bird questions, the 
important business was transacted and plans 
were evolved which may prove far-reaching 
their effects. This pleasant thing con- 
template, when each member takes freely upon 
himself share the Club work and responsi- 
bility, and goes forward with that energy which 
denotes purpose. 

Such the enthusiasm and spirit which 
pervades the Cooper Ornithological Club 
The writer has mentioned the Northern Di- 
vision merely because may speak person, 
but precisely the same energy and forces are 
work the Southern Division. Cooper 
Ornithological Club perhaps the most con- 
tinuously active bird club America today. 
has great field possibilities before it, and 
its members believe that its energy being 
directed in the proper channels. 

Increased membership, with its consequent 
added moral and financial support, desirable 
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all scientific organizations, and the Cooper 
Ornithological Club has set its mark 200 
members for the beginning This 
movement will require energetic work upon the 
part each member, but few doubt that will 
brought about. expected that with such 
increased membership more may accom- 
plished inthe publishing line, and that THE 
CONDOR may materially enlarged with the 
beginning its fourth volume. 

With the coming June the club records the 
eighth year its existence and believe that 
the results form food for careful thought upon 
the part those who are interested such 
movements. indomitable spirit has inspired 
the members the club earnest work, and 
there can doubt that the 
jects which the Club has view will suc- 
cessfully carried completion. feel that 
shown than embraced the make-up 
the present THE Only those 
familiar with magazine work will fully apprec- 
iate the many details which have been con- 
tributed numerous members round out 
the magazine whole. point Vol. III, 
No. 20f THE CONDOR the embodiment 
what represents intensely loyal club spirit. 


Club The editor recallsa suggestion offered 
member the Club, Mr. Loren 
Northern Division establish summer camp 
some desirable point the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains, where many the Club mem- 
bers possible might for recreation and 
scientific work each summer. With the re- 
currence spring the writer impressed 
that the suggestion least 
sideration those crnithologists who annually 
indulge vacations afield. 

this writing (Feb. the balm spring 
the air, the house finch and other common 
songsters the garden are bubbling over with 
their pre-nuptial songs, and bursting buds al- 
ready announce the reign spring. And little 
wonder that indefinable enthusiasm 
seizes hold one, and woodland 
fleet through the mind panoramic train! 
What wonder that yearn once more enter 
the woodland where the realization the vast- 
ness our freedom swells the soul and bright- 
ens the eye! 

Who has tasted the delicious, balmy air 
the pinewoods mid-summer would not 
gladly duplicate his experiences and enjoy the 
recreation that indeed recreates? The Sierra 
Nevada Mountains California possess 
wonderfully interesting fauna, and the region 
itself fascinating and restful the person 
who has for year been wrapped college 
professional life. Here forests, mountain 
meadows, rushing streams and snowfields com- 
bine form vast and delightful study- 
ground for the ornithologist. 

Mr. Taylor’s suggestion the effect that 
a number of Club members might arrange 
their outings together, and by little effort build 
substantial lodge some suitable location, 
where could easily accessible for ornithol- 
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igists desiring visit the region for week 
more. The Club could select its site from the 
thousands square miles forest land, 
such altitude would prove most interesting 
for scientific work. Here substantial, per- 
manent and entertaining camp could estab- 
lished smali cost, and Club members and 
their friends when undecided their sum- 
mer’s outing, would probably find the camp 
tenanted varying numbers their co- 
workers. 

The day when the ornithologist secludes 
himself past. not presumptuous say 
that the Cooper Ornithological Club has taught 
Californian workers the value co-operation 
and fraternity. They appreciate now, more 
than ever before, the value constantly and 
freely exchanging views with their co-workers. 
and would seem that asummer camp would 
tend still further foster this spirit. Let the 
matter agitated and the members the 
Club believe that such innovation would 
beneficial well enjoyable, the coming 
none too soon see the suggestion 
effect. 


The attention readers THE CONDOR 
called the recent change business man- 
agement. the annual both 
Divisions the Club, the former offices 
business manager were abolished 
with that editor. 
The change was deemed expedient 
view the volume business now being 
handled the Club, the intention being 
centralize the work. Under the new arrange- 
ment all dues, subscriptions and accounts are 
payable the office the editor. 


are pleased print another column 
communication from Dr. Henry Ward 
Lincoln, Nebr. the subject tapeworms 
birds, especially since Dr. recognized 
authority this line. learn that under 
his direction parasites have been found over 
100 varieties birds. 


The readers THE CONDOR will treated 
series articles Mexican birds during 
the present volume, the papers being from the 
pen Mr. Skinner, whose two years 
residence the state Chiapas enabled him 
gather much interesting data concerning 
native species. Mr. Skinner’s contribution 
the Flycatcher this issue opens 
the series, which promises unusual 
interest. 


attend the meetings either Division the 
Club are referred the minutes both Di- 
visions they appear THE CONDOR from 
month month. way they may keep 
informed the work going the Club, 
which after all concerns the life and prosperity 
the organization much more than the formal 
reading papers the meetings, The busi- 
ness sessions are the the Club; let the 
minutes the meetings therefore followed 
closely. 
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OBITUARY. 
The following resolutions were passed 
the Southern Division the 
its meeting held Jan. 26, 


WHEREAS the death our esteemed 
fellow-member, Lapham, the Cooper 
Ornithological Club has lost able and effici- 
ent member. and one its devoted students 
bird life, 

RESOLVED the Club assembled that 
extend our heart-felt sympathy tothe mem- 
bers his bereaved family, 
further 

RESOLVED copy these resolutions 
enrolled the minutes this meeting, 
that copy sent the family the de- 
ceased and that the same published THE 
CONDOR. 


REQUEST FOR DISCARDED BIRDS’ SKINS. 


number the teachers Oakland and. 
Alameda have formed class for ornithological 
study but are greatly lacking material for 
their work. all collectors have hand 
discarded material, that, which from one 
cause another, small value them, the 
favor asked that they donate such material 
help the study before mentioned, 
will much value for that purpose. 

These specimens will used the 
teachers not only for personal study, 
but teaching the children their classes 
school. course will gladly responsible 
for all expense incurred sending such ma- 
terial, and will promptly refund the same. 

Please send 
JOHN WILLARD, 
2221 Elm St., 
Oakland Cal. 


AMONG OUR EXCHANGES. 


Reginald Howe Jr. and Glover Allen 
promised that the list will complete 
every detail. 

The Ohio State University Naturalist the 
title publication issued the Biological 
Club the University, with John Schaffner 
editor-in-chief. The initial number bears the 
date November, well printed and contains 
sixteen pages interesting material bearing 
zoology, botany ethnology. The 
journal announces itself “devoted more 
especially the natural history Ohio.”’ 
Subscription cents per year. 

Nature Study the title bright and 
interesting 16-page monthly journal issued 
the Manchester (N. H.) Institute Arts and 
Sciences, with Edward Burnham editor. 
With the February issue this journal com- 
pletes its ninth number, and shows evidence 
prosperity. The articles are both pop- 
ular and technical, covering the vartous 
branches natural science, several interesting 
ornithological contributions being noted 
the list. cents year. 
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Official Minutes Southern Division. 


NOVEMBER. 


The Southern Division met November 
the studio Mr. Reynolds Los Angeles, 
President McCormick presiding, with ten mem- 
bers present. Mrs. Wilson North 
Cucamonga, Mrs. Pleasants Santa Ana 
and Mr. Treadwell Santa Monica were 
elected active membership. The death 
Lapham, member the Division, was 
reported, and the secretary was instructed 
procure particulars. was arranged hold 
the annual meeting and banquet Friday 
evening, January the home Frank 
Daggett committee two, Messrs. 
Daggett and Robertson were appointed make 
necessary arrangements. The following officers 
were nominated for President, Dag- 
gett; Vice President, Leland; Secretary 
and Associate Editor, Howard Robertson; 
Treasurer and Business Manager, Swarth. 
motion reviving the Life History Committee 
and providing for the appointment five 
members was carried, the appointments 
made the next meeting. Adjourned. 


ANNUAL MEETING, JANUARY. 


The Annual Meeting the Southern Divis- 
Mr. Daggett Pasadena. Eleven members 
were present. Prof. Geo. Conant and Dr. For- 
dyce Grinnell were present The 
names Prof. Geo. Conant Pasadena and 
Henry Graham Riverside were proposed 
for membership. Mr. Grinnell read com- 
munication from the Northern Division re- 
garding the peculiar and complicated situation 
produced the present form having treas- 
urer and business manager each Division. 
After discussion was decided abolish the 
office Business Manager the Southern Di- 
vision, but retain the office Treasurer. 
The secretary was instructed draft resolu- 
tions covering this action, and the same were 
adopted unanimously and ordered forwarded 
the Northern Division. The resolution 
substance consolidates the offices business 
managers with that 
who empowered collect and disburse all 
Club funds. was also unanimously recom- 
mended that the dues the Club made un- 
iformly $2. The report the death 
Lapham being verified, the secretary was in- 
structed draw suitable resolutions and have 
them published The appoint- 
ment the Life History Committee was de- 
ferred until the next meeting. Annual reporis 
from the Secretary and the Treasurer were 
and filed. The following officers were 
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elected serve during President, 
Daggett, Pasadena; Vice President, Le- 
land, Los Angeles; Secretary, Howard Robert- 
son, Los Treasurer, Swarth, 
Los Angeles; Associate Editor, Howard Robert- 
son. The meeting now adjourned the 
banquet room where refreshments were served. 
The following papers were read: ‘‘Field 
Joseph Grinnell; ‘‘With the Birds 
‘The Birds Santiago Canyon,’’ Miss Mollie 
Bryan. 

JANUARY. 

The Division met Jan. the studio 
Roth Reynolds Los Angeles, President Dag- 
gett presiding. The minutes the previous 
meeting were read and approved. The min- 
utes the January meeting the Northern 
Division were read. The resolutions empower- 
ing the Editor-in-Chief dues etc. were 
ratified form. Henry Graham River- 
side and Prof. Geo. Conant were 
elected active membership. Hall 
Riverside tendered his resignation which was 
accepted. President Daggett announced the 
appointment the following committees: 
Life History, Swarth (chairman), Edw. 
Simmons, Miss Mollie Bryan and Lee 
Chambers. Program Committee: 
Cormick (chairman), Rising and 
Moody. Mr. Daggett announced that the 
Fifteen Bird Protection would, 
announced the next meeting. The following 
papers were read: Study the Birds 
Santiago Miss Mollie Bryan and 
“Nesting Habits the Desert Sparrow Hawk 
near Santa Rising. Ad- 

ROBERTSON, Division Secretary. 


Bird Protection Committee the Cooper 
Ornithological Club for 1901. 


(County given only. For full address see 
November 
NORTHERN DIVISION. 

Otto Emerson (Chairman), Alameda; 
Taylor, Alameda; Cohen, Alameda; 
Harold Gay, Santa Clara; Atkinson, 
Santa Clara; Zschokke, Santa Clara; 
Anderson, San Mateo; Mailliard, 
Marin; Loren Taylor, Dorado; 
Moran, San Luis Obispo; Randall, 
Alameda; Walter Sampson, San Joaquin; 
Jno. Williams, Placer; Jno. Welch, 
Tuolumne; Clark, Napa. 


SOUTHERN DIVISION. 


Moody, Los Angeles; Dr. Garrett New- 
kirk, Los Angeles; Roth Reynolds, Los 
Angeles; Geo. Chambliss, Los Angeles; Dr. 
Coffin, Angeles; Miss Mollie Bryan, 
Orange; Mrs. Pleasants, Orange; Mrs. 
Wilson, Bernardino; Evan Davis, 
Orange; Edw. Simmons, Angeles; 
Eugene Law, Los Angeles; Hahn, Los 
Angeles; Leland, Los Angeles; Lee 
Chambers, Los Angeles; Ingersoll, San 
Diego. 
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ExcHANGE.—The following first-class 
singles: 316, 325, 341, 362, 368a, 373b, 
385, 594, 601, 443, 452. ADOLF 
1611 Sabine St., Austin, Tex. 


WANTED. No. (May-June 1899) 
the Bulletin the Cooper Ornithological 
Club. Will pay reasouable cash price. VER- 
NON KELLOGG, Stanford University, Cal. 


ARIZONA SKINS Arizona skins for 
exchange for sets not 
Among the skins are Pygmy Owl, Elf Owl, 
Grace’s Warbler, Rivoli Hummingbird 
also have few skins Black-vented Shear- 
water, Mountain Plover and Sanderling. 
LEE CHAMBERS, Santa Monica, Cal. 


EXCHANGE: Western, Eared and 
Pied-billed Grebes, American Bittern and Coot. 
Also large assortment skins, all person- 
ally collected during trip through the North- 
collection; some common species desired. 
Send lists. GERARD 7044 Yale Ave., 
(Englewood, Chicago, 


WANTED:—WILL Pay 
either birds small animals. Write what 
you have and condition, also lowest cash 
price. GROSJEAN, Lima, Ohio. 


Albinos, 


Send stamp for the catalogue the 


STEVENS ARMS AND TOOL CO. 


P. 0. Box 12749 
CHICOPEE FALLS, MASS, U. S. A., 


who make the most complete line 
rifles and pistols now the market. 


ONE THE LEADERS, 


absolutely accurate, perfect arm, 
moderate price, the 


No. 17, 
Plain Sights, 
$6.00. 


No. 

Target 
Sights, 
$8.50. 


TAKE 
DOWN. 


THE OOLOGIST 


Albion, 


the Oldest Publication 


THE the cheapest 
publication the world (for 
only cents you receive $1.00 worth 
premiums, your selection, 25c. 
worth advertising and the OOLOGIST 
for whole year.) 

THE has larger paid 
circulation than all other pub- 
lications America combined. 

THE has long been recog- 
nized the best Advertising Medium 
its line the world. The 
the leading Agricul- 
tural newspaper America, and 
soliciting advertising for its columns, 
makes its strongest hit the fol- 
lowing statement: ‘‘As quantity 
circulation publishes many more 
‘Want Ads’ than other papers com- 
bined. You doubtless know what 
‘Want Ad’ circulation must and 
always 

From this same stand point THE 
rank among publications 
devoted not only Ornithology but 
Natural History well, identical 
that the GENTLEMEN 
among agricultural publications. 

THE has very few half- 
tones and contains only pages each 
issue—one-half which are advertis- 
ing. 

During the past fifteen years, (THE 
publications and scores 
inferior ones have dropped the 
way. THE however, 
still issued each month and sample 
copy issue can always 
obtained addressing postal 


Lattin, Publisher, 


Albion, 


JAMES BABBITT, 


Dealer 
Supplies for the Naturalist and Taxi- 
dermist, Fine Glass eyes Specialty. 
TAUNTON, MASS. 
Illustrated catalogue list 
Birds’ Eggs and Skins upon applica- 
tion. 


Great Business 
Enterprises 


require the best equipment, because they have 
the heaviest work todo. For this reason almost 
every great business concern the country large user the 


REMINGTON 


Typewriter 


Experience has taught them that the REMINGTON the one typewriter 
which absolutely reliable under every condition service. 


WYCKOFF, SEAMANS BENEDICT, 327 Broadway, New York, 


San Francisco Office, 211 Montgomery Street. 


THE BEST ILLUSTRATED 
BIRD MAGAZINE 


gives the LIFE HISTORIES and FINE 
every month, The egg of each is shown FULL 
SIZE. 

It also contains short, interesting stories about 


a 


SAMPLE COPY FREE. 


SUBSCRIBE NOW. Sta. WORCESTER, MASS. 


al 
Dy birds, 


